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Battersea Power Station
Between 2003 and 2005 VINCI Construction UK’s Technology 
Centre (formerly Taywood Engineering Ltd) were responsible 
for a structural investigation and corrosion condition 
assessment of Battersea Power station.  These investigations 
included both the reinforced concrete chimneys and the 
masonry clad steel-framed structures.  The work was carried 
out to assess the rate of corrosion and the condition of the 
steel elements, and to determine existing structural detail.  
The work also involved a cathodic protection feasibility trial.  

Grosvenor House Apartments, London
Since 2004, Technology Centre have been involved in 
the cathodic protection of the steel frame of Grosvenor 
House’s South Block.  This structure is the largest brick-clad 
early twentieth century building in Europe to have been 
treated with cathodic protection.   Technology Centre were 
responsible for the design and installation of the system.  
Since completion Technology Centre have been responsible 
for the on-going monitoring, maintenance, and have regularly 
provided consultancy to the building owners and their 
contractors on corrosion issues. 

Selfridges, London
Technology Centre have been responsible for monitoring the 
cathodic protection system at London’s iconic department 
store since it was first installed.  In 2008 we were responsible 
for the design and installation of an extension to the system, 
to cover the cornice and parapet details.  

This project was undertaken with Stonewest Ltd, through 
which we have developed an excellent working relationship.  
Since this time Technology Centre and Stonewest have been 
involved in several historic building projects, including further 
investigations and refurbishments to the 1st floor cill details 
at Selfridges in 2012.

Recommendations
“The Department of Environment Transport and Regions 
research that Taylor Woodrow has undertaken demonstrates 
how modern technology can be used to develop sympathetic 
repair techniques and preventative maintenance consistent with 
English Heritage’s strategy on conservation.  We very much 
support this research.” 
John Fiddler,  Head of Architectural Conservation English Heritage. 

“VINCI’s Technology Centre have worked with us on several 
different projects relating to the preservation of the historic 
facades of Waterloo House in Birmingham. The work has 
mainly focussed on the annual inspection and assessment of 
the Cararware masonry and the monitoring of the Cathodic 
Protection system designed to arrest corrosion to the  
structural frame.
Technology Centre have also been engaged to carry out 
condition assessments, equipment specification/repair and to 
carry out localised investigation and repair of cracked masonry.
We have found Technology Centre to be open and transparent 
in their dealings with us and timely in their reporting. They have 
always worked well with us and our managing agents to carry out 
their operations with minimal disruption to our tenants. As part 
of VINCI, they have the safety and management expertise to plan 
and execute the works in a safe, considered and professional 
manner, and we would commend them to you.”
David Suggitt, Waterloo House (Birmingham) Ltd.
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